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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE PALERMO 0165 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ENRG, BEXP, IT 

SUBJECT: PALERMO PORT AS COAL TRANS-SHIPMENTS CENTER 

ENEL REGIONAL DIRECTOR FOR SICILY HAS TOLD US FEBRUARY 21 
THAT TALKS HAVE BEGUN IN ROME BETWEEN ENEL AND PALERMO PORT 
AUTHORITY ON PROJECT TO MAKE PALERMO DISTRIBUTION CENTER 
FOR COAL IMPORTS DESTINED FOR ENEL USE THROUGHOUT ITALY. 

COAL WOULD BE OFF-LOADED FROM BULK-CARRIERS IN PALERMO AND 
TRANS-SHIPPED TO ENEL'S COAL-POWERED GENERATING FACILITIES 
ELSEWHERE IN ITALY BY SMALLER VESSELS. LOCAL ENEL DIRECTOR 
SAID PLANNING STILL IN EARLY, TENTATIVE STAGE AND SHOULD BE 
TREATED AS "RESERVED ".COLLINS 
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